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units; speech-verse is not. Both involve rhythm, accent, and quantity, 
but in the latter type another element of importance appears, called (in 
a term of Campion's own) 'weight.' All this is very interesting, but 
again not unfamiliar. One is not sure of understanding the theory, 
because the writer fails to develop it, reserving, he says, the matter 
of speech-verse to another work; but it would seem to be very much 
the same thing as Mr Robert Bridges's doctrine of the two types of 
'stressed' and 'syllabic' verse, as presented in his Milton's Prosody. 
MacDonagh's speech-verse and Bridges's syllabic-verse are both repre- 
sented chiefly by the iambic pentameter, and the former describes it as 
having 'a fixed number of syllables' to a line. He is not familiar with 
Mr Bridges's work-at least he does not include a reference to it in his 
bibliography; neither, apparently, does he know A. J. Ellis's system of 
metrical analysis, with Mayor's criticism of it in his Chapters on English 
Metre. In this system the term 'weight' was introduced as a separate 
prosodical element', but Mayor's question, 'What is meant by it ?' has 
never been clearly answered. Nor do we know how it is used in the 
present book, for its explanation goes over with the discussion of speech- 
verse. 

In other words, the one matter of individual significance in our 
author's discussion, his view of the old question as to how we shall 
analyze and describe the peculiar qualities of our great pentameter 
measure, is tantalizingly brought forward only to be let go. On the 
analysis of the lyrical measures which Campion chiefly represents, 
Mr MacDonagh has no new theory. But his obiter dicta are often 
stimulating, and one may judge him to be a notable talker on his 
subject. He has noted the odd rhythms in the speech of Irish peasants, 
has persuaded Mr Yeats and Mr George Russell to recite verse to him, 
that he might study their metrical habits, has experimented in the 
chanting of Shakespeare's songs to the accompaniment of a real lyre. 
It would be well if he should be caught, imprisoned, and his stores 
accounted for by sonme prosodist more given to consecutive analytical 
method. 

RAYMOND M. ALDEN. 
PALO ALTO, CAL., U.S.A. 

The Life of Matthew Prior. By FRANCIS BICKLEY. London: Pitman. 
1914. 8vo. 295 pp. 

During recent years a large amount of new material for a life of 
Prior has been published, and a biography is therefore more than 
justified. It is a great pity that Mr Waller has not continued his work, 
but it is now seven years since he gave hopes of a commentary on Prior, 

1 In Campion the word is not used in distinction from quantity, but as something very 
like it (or perhaps with the element of accent added). 'As in music,' he says, ' we do not 
say a strain of so many notes, but so many semi-briefs,...so in a verse the numeration of 
the syllables is not so much to be observed as theii weight and fine proportion.' 
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and nothing has appeared. Mr Bickley has only attempted part 
of what remained to be done. We wanted a clear and accurate state- 
ment of the events of Prior's life, supported by quotations and references, 
an attempt to realize Prior's character and his relations to his con- 
temporaries, an estimate of his career as a diplomatist, a detailed 
criticism of his literary work, an attempt to bring it into relation with 
his life, and a full bibliography. Mr Bickley has set out clearly the 
events of Prior's life, and he has used all the available information, but 
he has hardly attempted to reveal Prior's personality, though he con- 
stantly disparages his character and achievements. Prior's relations 
with his contemporaries and his work as a diplomatist could perhaps 
only be exhibited fully by such a master of history and literature as 
Macaulay. This book tells us little, but it is most inadequate in 
those pages which deal with Prior's literary works. 'It would be 
superfluous,' Mr Bickley says, 'to make a detailed examination of 
Prior's poetry. Literature which nobody wants to read is outside the 
legitimate sphere of criticism, and much that Prior wrote has passed 
irrevocably to the limbo of dead letters.' If this spirit were to prevail 
among biographers, literary history would cease to exist. It is true 
that much of Prior's work has been deservedly forgotton, but a 
biographer has a unique opportunity to study the works of his hero, 
to see how they grew out of his life and character, and to estimate their 
comparative and absolute value. Whatever else he does, before he 
condemns he must try to understand. Now Prior was no fool, and 
there is much instruction in considering why the man who wrote Jinny 
the Just also wrote Solomon and valued it highly. For all this work 
Mr Bickley has no patience. He has therefore missed an opportunity. 
Nevertheless Prior's next biographer or critic will be grateful to 
Mr Bickley for a clear and simple narrative, with no verbiage and 
no fine writing, with adequate references, and the work of collecting 
and arranging the material carefully done. 

The following notes are concerned with details: 
(a) p. 3. In stating that Prior's parents were Presbyterians until 

1662, when they became Nonconformists, Mr Bickley gives as his 
authority Mr Seccombe's article in the Cambridge History of English 
Literature (Vol. Ix, p. 146), but as Mr Seccombe quotes no authority, 
the reference is useless. 

(b) Mr Bickley refers several times to 'Sir James Montagu's 
memorandum,' without explaining what it is. A reproduction of the 
whole memorandum would have been very useful, but if that could not 
be given, a note about it should have been added. Some information 
will be found in the Prefatory Note to Mr Austin Dobson's Selected 
Poems of Prior. 

(c) p. 80. 'No doubt Prior's total lack of private fortune ....' 
Mr Bickley often refers to Prior's low birth and poverty, but he never 
condemns the snobbery and mismanagement which refused or delayed 
to Prior the rewards of his labour and intelligence, and compelled him 
continually to beg for his pay. Of what significance is it that Prior 
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was a joiner's son ? And why should we despise him because he could 
not live without money ? Who can ? 

(d) p. 83. 'Prior went as far towards enthusiasm in his regard for 
Jersey as it was in him or his age to go.' Does this mean that Prior's 
age was incapable of enthusiastic friendship ? Were not Steele, Swift, 
Arbuthnot, Atterbury, enthusiastic friends ? 

(e) p. 100. 'May...claimed that he held the secretaryship abso- 
lutely.' The letter from Vernon to Prior (1697, May 21) should be 
noticed. Vernon says that he has spoken to May 'that he be account- 
able to you [Prior] for the profits, which he hath promised, and that he 
will refer hinself to you for what you think to allow him for his pains.' 
(Longleat MSS. iii. 122.) 

(f) p. 110. The reference to 'Davenant's book' needs further 
explanation 

(g) p. 145. No references are given to justify the statement that 
'during the four years of Tory supremacy Prior acquired a reputation 
as a pamphleteer.' 

(h) p. 152. Hans Carvel, etc., are tales in verse, not fables. 
Mr Bickley confuses La Fontaine's Fables with his Contes. 

(i) p. 186. It is rather strange that Mr Bickley does not recognise 
Wotton's famous saying in Prior's Latin sentence ('Animal peregrine [sic] 
missum ad mentiendum R.P. causa'). 

(j) p. 253. Mr Bickley's statement that 'Of...Henry and Emma 
there is nothing to be said' is typical of his attitude to Prior's poetry. 
Cowper's remarks, at least (Letter to Unwin, Jan. 5, 1782), are worth 
examination. 

(k) p. 259. The Dialogues of the Dead deserve more than two 
lines of criticism in a book of nearly 300 pages. 

(1) p. 263. The statement that Prior 'refused even to acknow- 
ledge the literary merit of Addison and Steele' should be supported by 
a reference. 

(m) p. 273. There is an ugly mistake in the text of 'My noble, 
lovely little Peggy.' The sixth line should read 'Our Father first, then 
notre Pere.' Mr Bickley spoils it by adding a superfluous 'and' 
before 'then.' 

A. C. GUTHKELCH. 
LONDON. 

Sordello. By ROBERT BROWNING. Edited by A. J. WHYTE. London: 
Dent. 8vo. 1913. 305 pp. 

Mr Whyte has attempted a formidable but not ungrateful task in 
this, the first critical edition of Sordello. Of essays there has been 
a long succession, of commentaries not a few; even the humiliation of 
a verse-for-verse paraphrase has not been spared. But something at 
once more and less than these modes of help was needed. The famous 
'obscurity' of Sordello evidently arises from a number of quite distinct 
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